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The Girl Scout Tree of Joy Service Project 
was started in 1983 by a troop of 
6

th
 graders.  It has grown over the past 38 

years, with thousands of gifts having been 
distributed to agencies in our area.  Most are 
given for Christmas, but some agencies 
save them for needs throughout the year.  
  
Again this year there is a Tree of Joy annex 
tree in the Sanctuary at the front of the 
church. It has tags with names and gift ideas 
from the Girl Scout Tree Service Project in 
Pony Village Mall.  You can still go to the 
mall and pick tags from the main tree, or if 
you prefer, for your convenience you can 
take tags from the annex tree, and return the 
presents to the church, or under the tree in 
the Pony Village Mall.  If you are returning 
the gifts to the church, please have the gifts 
back by Sunday December 19th.  If you pre-
fer to simply make a donation and have Girl 
Scout elves shop for gifts, make a check out 
to Gloria Dei and on the memo line write 

Tree of Joy and give it to Barbara in the church office.   The Girl Scouts donate these 
gifts to many different agencies in Coos County, helping everyone from children to 
seniors.   Any questions, contact Debbie Cox at 756-2250. 

38TH ANNUAL GIRLS SCOUT  

TREE OF JOY SERVICE PROJECT 



FROM THE PASTOR 

Dear Gloria Dei, 
 
It’s hard for me to believe how fast the weeks have gone by 
since we arrived in Coos Bay and I moved all my books into 
the office. It all still feels so new, so many things yet to learn, 
people to connect with, things to find. At the same time, so 
much has happened in this short time. I keep listening and 
asking questions. One of the things I hear and feel in the air  
at Gloria Dei is grief. 
  
You, as a congregation, have experienced so much change 
and so much loss over the last few years, even before 
COVID-19 was a threat. You said good-bye to Pastor Jon. You welcomed Pastor Peg-
gy. Major changes. Then COVID. Loss, grief, fear, anger, isolation, more loss. Church 
life changed. Worship changed. Groups could no longer meet in person. And in the 
midst of that, how is a congregation supposed to process the change in pastoral lead-
ership? And then process the pandemic? And politics? And… And then you said good
-bye to Pastor Peggy. 
  
We move into Advent, a season in which the nights continue to grow longer and the 
days shorter, and I want to keep naming all the changes. I want us all to be able to 
talk about the loss and the grief. These things hurt. But they are part of you and they 
are becoming part of me as I join Gloria Dei as your pastor. As a community of faith, 
we are called to be together and to share in life with one another. And through this 
season, we keep lighting candles, straining our eyes to see in the night – a new can-
dle each week until the arrival of the one whom we await in hope. 
  
In Christ’s Peace, 
Pastor Alyssa 

If you join our worship services via Zoom or Facebook you may have noticed recently 
that during the Children's Sermon we point the camera up to the cross.  Since we are 
broadcasting live and anyone can join in, we do not want children to be readily identi-
fiable. This way you can still listen to that part of the service but not identify the chil-
dren. 

ONLINE WORSHIP SECURITY NOTE 

BUILDING SECURITY NOTE: 

LOCK THE DOORS. MAKE SURE THEY ARE LATCHED 

AND DEADBOLTED. 



CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
  

Our Sunday School children are 
sponsoring a fundraiser to sup-
port ELCA Good Gifts, "Go Tail 
It On the Mountain", in hopes of 
buying several piglets for needy 
global families.  The chil-
dren  have made banks to col-
lect coins throughout Advent for 
their own donations and they 
hope members of Gloria Dei will 
take home banks, as well.  Also, 
during Advent they will be pass-
ing a big bank for noisy offer-
ings during the Sunday worship 
services.  Please help the chil-
dren with your "pennies for pig-
gies". 
    
  We're also planning a joy-
ous  Sunday School Christmas 
Program on Sunday, December 
19th, during the worship ser-
vice.  We'll need the congregation's help singing  
familiar carols as we retell the Christmas story. 
 

HUNGER SUNDAY UPDATE 

Thank you for participating in the Oregon Synod’s first-ever Synod Hunger Day.  I 

hope you learned a little more about the current state of hunger in the world and how 

it has been affected by the pandemic. I hope you also learned something new about 

ELCA World Hunger and how they help here in the US and overseas. If you missed 

the info, please let Barbara know and she will share it with you. 

Thank you all for your generous support of ELCA World Hunger through Gloria Dei’s 

participation in the Synod’s Hunger Sunday. Our congregation gave more than $400 

in the special offering for ELCA World Hunger. The congregation’s generosity is 

greatly appreciated by the Synod Hunger Team and especially the staff at ELCA 

World Hunger and those that ELCA World Hunger helps. 



Thank you for your support of our annual Community Thanksgiving Meal! Some of 
our usual churches joined with us to partner with the Salvation Army, who had already 
planned a drive-through and delivery of Thanksgiving Dinner to those in need.  

We prepped and mashed 300 pounds of potatoes, which fed 422 people on Thanks-
giving! The Salvation Army told me that they fed twice as many people as they ex-
pected because of the extra help and food donations! 

Leftover potatoes were donated to the Devereux Center.  

Thank you to everyone who helped in person and donated! It was good to keep up 
the annual tradition of feeding the hungry on Thanksgiving. 

 

 

 

Dear Good Folks of Gloria Dei, 
 
Thank you so much for your prayers, cards, and presence at my ordination service on 
November 7th. I felt deeply loved and supported on that special day that, as you all 
know, has been a long time coming! I choked up seeing those of you who were able to 
make it, and getting to serve Communion to you was an experience I will honestly 
never forget.  
 
Thank you again for ALL of the support you have offered me over the past two-plus 
years, both as your intern and as a new pastor here on the Oregon coast! 
 
Peace of Christ, 
(Former Intern) Pastor Paul Strike 

FROM PASTOR PAUL STRIKE 

FOR THE COMMUNITY THANKSGIVING MEAL 

THANK YOU 
MESSAGES! 



.Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 

To all our congregants -- we are all stewards (caregivers) of our church ministry! 
 

As a congregation we've been pretty fortunate and blessed these past two years de-
spite the storms and danger around us!   
 

*We had a positive interim Pastor experience during a very difficult time period 

*We did not miss providing a single worship service even during the worst of the 

pandemic 

*We had an exceptional call process led by Ken Denton which resulted in the call 

of Pastor Alyssa 

*Our lot committee has continued to meet in preparation for decisions on the best 

uses of our donated property 

*The worship and music ministry put together quality services and music under 

trying times for the benefit of us all 

*Your Council continued to meet on its regular schedule to continue the core work 

of the Church and always with the safety and spiritual welfare of our congrega-

tion and community first in our mind 

And....we even figured out how to both live stream and make available for later view-
ing many meetings and the worship service, which has expanded our ministry to the 
community. This expanded our view of what that community actually is!  
  

An additional blessing has been our finances.  While there has been a reduction in 
weekly/monthly giving, we are thankful for all the members that continued their regu-
lar giving during this time.  With reduced expenses and three major contributions, as 
well as the Federal Payroll Protection Program, we have remained solvent and have 
not missed paying our bills or benevolences.  In addition, we expect to end the year 
with a considerable reserve. This is something to celebrate! 

 

 

          Continued on next page 

A MESSAGE FROM THOSE INVOLVED IN THE  

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY 



As we look to the future, we want to prepare our church to restart major activities 
when it is safe. We need to be ready to jump when it's time! However, for many of 
these activities we need to plan now so we don't have major start-up delays. This 
generally includes time, talents, and funds. 

 

*Our Internship program has been an important part of our congregational life for 
over ten years.  Not only has it been a blessing to our congregation but also to 
those interns that have participated. Just ask Pastors Alyssa Augustson and 
Paul Strike! It is estimated that we need $35,000 to commit to an internship pro-
gram (stipend and miscellaneous expenses). Approximately $16,000 would be 
needed for the four months of the coming year. Do we want some form of fund-
raising? Can people increase or return to regular giving? 

 

*Our Senior and WELCA meals served important purposes reaching out to the 
community as well as educating our greater community on services that are 
available. We need people committed to leading and helping with these minis-
tries. One critical role is people certified to manage our commercial kitchen dur-
ing these events. Certification is provided through Coos County with a one-day 
training and test. Gloria Dei pays for these expenses. Currently we have one 
certified person and could use one and preferably two more individuals. 

 

*Ministries have been the lifeblood of the congregation. Without strong and active 
teams to do ministry, the work of our church is severely restricted. There is just 
not enough staff time or resources to manage all that needs attention. Currently 
some of our Ministry Teams only have one or two members. 

 

We have not had any formal stewardship activities in the last several years. Please 
prayerfully consider not only the needs but also the blessings noted above and be 
ready to respond as the Spirit moves you when specific discussion of time, talent, and 
giving begins. 

 

The Stewardship Ministry   

 

The following people have signed up to represent the congregation in the effort to 
keep everyone advised of our financial and other ministries' health: 

 

Pastor Alyssa, Jim Gilbert, Paul Halvor, Barbara Stevenson, Linda Strine, Lynn Dan-
ner 

 

STEWARDSHIP MINISTRY CONTINUED 



 GLORIA DEI ANNUAL MEETING 

JANUARY 30, 2022 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

SAVE THE DATE! 

ENDOWMENT REQUESTS BEING ACCEPTED 
The Endowment Committee is currently accepting applications for funds for 2022. If 

you or your group has a project that needs funds, please write up a request and turn 

it in to the Endowment Committee in their box in the office. 

The Endowment Committee is: Vern Simpson, Irene Sund, Anna Warner, Don Blom, 

Stewardship Tip...Did you know Gloria Dei is registered with Amazon 

Smile and a percentage of your purchases from Amazon can be sent to 

Gloria Dei?  Just go to smile.amazon.com; on your first visit, you will be 

prompted to select a charitable organization (type in Gloria Dei Luther-

an Church, Coos Bay, OR).  After that, your purchases will support Gloria 

Dei!  

The title may sound strange, but several people have told me they didn’t know this.: 

For the glass doors at either end of the Narthex, you must push the bar ALL THE 
WAY IN or the door does not close completely and it does not latch. In other words, it 
is neither closed nor locked! 

The BEST way to make sure the door is locked is to wait til it is fully shut, then grab 
the handle and pull on it. While you’re waiting, you can test the other door(s). 

Thank you for helping keep YOUR church building secure! 

HOW TO LOCK THE DOORS 

http://smile.amazon.com/


The Council has asked the “Lot” Committee to be ready to propose a “lot” development strat-
egy to the Congregation at the Annual Meeting on January 30.  To make this date, the Com-
mittee will be staffing an information table after church for several Sundays beginning Decem-
ber 12.  We will also schedule at least two Zoom meetings to answer questions and hear ide-
as.  Watch the weekly news updates for dates and times. 
 
With our oft-stated caveat that we are seeking a full range of ideas, and approval of any de-
velopment plans lies with the Congregation, the Lot Committee has met on site with repre-
sentatives of Coos Bay city government, several organizations facilitating housing develop-
ment including Coos Housing Access Program (CHAP), NeighborWorks Umpqua (Mike Lehman 
and others), the Oregon Synod, the Leaven Community Land and Housing Coalition, and an 
affordable housing developer specializing in working with churches.  We’ve attended the 
Housing Action Summit here in Coos Bay and the monthly meetings of the Housing Action 
Team (HAT) in Coos Bay, among others.  We’ve also examined the 2019 Coos Bay Housing 
Study that indicates a serious lack of housing for all but the highest income levels in the Coun-
ty.  While the above groups are working on all types of housing in the community, they gener-
ally agree that the size, location, and lack of prior development of our parcel makes it ideal 
for high-density affordable housing.  They are very excited about the prospect of Gloria Dei 
making a contribution to the housing crisis in the county and will assist in every way they are 
able.  
 
In part to stimulate discussion within the church, the rest of this article focuses on one low-
income housing option. 
 
As noted last month, zoning changes effective this past June would allow more than 50 dwell-
ing units on our parcel.  For a viable affordable housing development, this would look like two 
to four modern apartment buildings, with the church having final say on most design fea-
tures.  There are about eight 501(C)(3) developers in the state experienced and highly regard-
ed for working with churches to research, develop, operate, and maintain apartments that 
would be available to people earning less than 60% of the median income in the County, be it 
single mothers, seniors, graduates of homeless camps like Coalbank Village, the disabled, 
nurses, teachers, service personnel, and other professionals meeting the income require-
ments.  Rents are based on actual income, and the State of Oregon then makes up the differ-
ence to the developer to keep the development solvent.  Because of the need to manage 
funds supplied by the State and to have full-time on-site management, the minimum develop-
ment of this type would be 45 to 50 units.  As noted in last month’s newsletter, a representa-
tive of one of these developers, Northwest Housing Alternatives, visited our site November 
18 and confirmed it was ideal for such a development. 
 
           Continued on next page 

LOT COMMITTEE UPDATE 



          Continued from Previous Page 
 
The development is designed and placed as specified by the church; is attractive, well main-
tained, and managed in perpetuity by the developer; and helps meet a critical housing need 
for Coos County.  Also, within the constraints of fair housing rules, we should be able to iden-
tify target audiences like the medical community.  The church would sell or lease the property 
to the developer, and there would be no cost or long-term obligation to the church. 
 
As noted, the above is only one option.  Please join us for discussions after church or on 
Zoom.  Committee members are Ken Denton, Richard Whitwer, Irene Sund, Ray Nelsen, Don 
Blom, Susan Paterson, Paul Halvor, Pastor Alyssa, and Kristin Hovencotter Greco. 

Ecumenical Ministries of Oregon/Interfaith Power and 
Light invites us to Save the date! January 12, January 
18, (and third Tuesdays through June 2022) at 6:30 
PM. Oregonians of all faith traditions (or none) are in-
vited to participate in a 100-day book study, launching 
January 12, 2022. We'll be reading Becoming Root-
ed by Rev. Dr. Randy Woodley (PhD, Asbury Theologi-
cal Seminary), a Cherokee-descendent teacher, poet, 
activist, former pastor, missiologist, historian and pro-
fessor at George Fox University. He and his wife Edith 
are cofounders of the Oregon-based Eloheh Farm and 
Seeds and Eloheh Indigenous Center for Earth Jus-
tice. The book is available for preorder from your fa-
vorite bookseller. For the Zoom meeting link, confiden-

tial financial help to order the book, or more information, please contact   
rosecora@hotmail.com. 
 

Wanting to get started connecting with planet-concerned people of di-
verse faith traditions in southwestern Oregon or throughout the state, 
earlier than the book study? Join an EMO Green Circle! Meeting the 
second Tuesday of December (12/14) at 6:30 p.m. by Zoom. Register 
here: https://buff.ly/3G0Hv80 
 
This invitation comes to us from Cora Rose, a new member of our con-
gregation. Cora is a Deacon in the ELCA and lives in Brookings! She  & 
her husband, Cory Schoolland, chose Gloria Dei as their church because 
we are an RIC congregation. Welcome, Cora & Cory! 

BOOK STUDY— BECOMING ROOTED 

https://emoregon.org/creation-justice/
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506471174/Becoming-Rooted
https://www.broadleafbooks.com/store/product/9781506471174/Becoming-Rooted
mailto:rosecora@hotmail.com
https://buff.ly/3G0Hv80?fbclid=IwAR3iH0KZzQIDu-GGTH-_SEfsJzFfxkrwcqwqzIq-Rac46h_xzuZFs-ybxec


MEAL IN A BAG 

Our generous members have given out nearly all the Meal in a Bag packages that 

we created last spring. So we are going to pack more Meals into Bags! 

December 11, 2021 is the date, 10 am is the time. 

Thrivent has provided $250 in seed money, but we will gratefully accept donations of 

cans or pouches of meat, meal packs (tuna & crackers), fruit cups, short stack crack-

ers (Ritz come this way, not sure of other brands), water bottles or drink pouches, 

single serve packs of cookies and candy that does not melt. Gallon size Ziploc bags 

would also greatly be appreciated! 

Please call the office at (541) 267-2347 to let us know if you will be helping. Space is 

limited due to Covid.  

MEALS FOR SENIORS 

Meals are available for seniors 60 and over at the mall! This is a Meals on Wheels 

program provided by the Area Agency on Aging. Seniors can get one meal per day; if 

you are able to and feel comfortable going to the mall, you can pick up as many as 

14 meals per person at one time. The meals are frozen, so you’ll need freezer space! 

There is no schedule for pick-up, and the site is open from 7 am until 1 pm Monday 

through Friday. The meals are available at the old Aroma’s Café, next door to the 

Buzz. Ask for Lisa if you go to the mall in person. 

If you want meals delivered, please call Tylynn at the Area Agency on Aging, 541-269

-2013. More programs, including breakfast and some perishable foods (milk, bread), 

are available if you call. 

MINISTRY TEAM MEMBERS NEEDED! 

 Our newly-formed disaster preparedness and response ministry, Partners in 

Readiness, is welcoming others to join us.  We hope to develop plans to raise 

awareness and to organize specific steps we can take as individuals and as a con-

gregation to prepare and respond to potential disasters in our community. 

 Our next meeting will be Thursday, December 9th, 1:00 p.m., gathering in the 

fellowship hall. 

 Please contact one of us if you have questions. 

  Linda Mitchell, Barbara Stevenson, Lynn Danner 



Greetings! As I settle in and find a routine that matches the current rhythms of Gloria 
Dei, I am doing my best to creatively connect with members and especially those 
who are on our visitation list. I am thankful for the many invites for visits and meals 
“later, when it is safe”. I am watching the COVID rates closely. Though they have 
been down recently, there is still a good risk of spiking. Even though I am vaccinated, 
as are most of you, we are seeing many breakthrough cases and I cannot risk 
spreading the virus to our more vulnerable people. This is all to say that I am so 
thankful to be here in Coos Bay with you and I love encountering each and every one 
of you in the limited ways we are able. But. I am remaining very guarded when it 
comes to visits and meals and sharing in-person space. I long for the day when we 
can be together again, to share in meals and be able to read every facial expression. 
That time is not yet. In the meantime, I welcome visits by phone, text, Zoom, or email. 
If you have other ideas of how to safely connect, I am open to hearing! 
  
In Christ’s Peace, 
Pastor Alyssa 

PASTOR ALYSSA on VISITING 

Gloria Dei’s tree is arriving December 17, and we will decorate the tree that evening at 
5 pm! Come help decorate Gloria Dei’s tree! 

DECORATE THE TREE! 

WHERE ARE MY GLASSES??? 

Do you need help keeping track of your glasses?  Check out the FREE eyeglass 
chains available in the narthex.  Angela McAllister gave me all of her leftover beads 
when she moved since I still make Prayer Bead Sets.  Some were too small for the 
Prayer Beads, so I made them into eyeglass chains.   Please take one or a few as a 
present from Angela!   
 
I also still make Prayer Bead Sets by order. Have someone in mind for a Christmas 
Present? These are great gifts for men, women, or children. This ministry that started 
2 years ago is still alive as people give me beads. Just give me a call.          
I can make to order including a person's favorite colors, hobbies, interests. 
 
Kathy Whitwer 

Some helpers having fun decorating the Sanc-

tuary, Narthex, and Sunday School area Dec. 

4th! 



How does liturgy shape us?  How might we shape it?  Gather with people from across 
the Oregon Synod this January and February to explore liturgy in daily life, communal 
worship, and public witness.  We'll pay particular attention to the seasons of the 
church year, the flow of worship, the invitation of sacraments, and daily practices that 
help us cultivate a life of depth and meaning.  We'll create space for the integration of 
blessing, celebration, lamentation, prayer, song, symbols, and ritual crafting.  You're 
encouraged to bring your whole self as we seek to live in holy rhythm.  Pr. Matta 
Ghaly will be the primary instructor.  The course is designed with a Lutheran lens and 
inclusive heart; all are welcome. 
 
This on-line course is offered through the Oregon Synod's SALM and Lay Education 
Program.  We'll meet the following eight Tuesday evenings on Zoom from 6:30-8pm 
(Pacific Time): January 11, January 18, January 25, February 1, February 8, February 
15, February 22, and March 1.  Authentic participation and relationship-building are 
the priority.  Course participants and/or their congregations are encouraged to donate, 
as they are able, on a sliding scale between $20-$160, but donations are not required 
to register.  If you'd like to sign up for the course, please do so through the registration 
form:   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkb4Kxl6C_oWdYQ6JwqN_yuBT_KJbt-
PUP7qfrsN4giVuMww/viewform 
 
 
Christie Bernklau Halvor, Ph.D. (she, her) 
S.A.L.M. and Lay Education Coordinator 
 

Finding Liturgy in Life and Life in Liturgy 
An Oregon Synod Lay Education Course 

SYNOD SERVICE OPPORTUNITIES 

As you well know, Gloria Dei is very dependent on committees, ministries and individ-
uals to complete the work of the congregation.  Without them we would be very re-
stricted in how wide and broad our ministry could be.  The same is true with the Ore-
gon Synod of the ELCA.  At the upcoming Synod Assembly at Sun River this coming 
May there will be a number of positions open for election on the Synod Coun-
cil, discipline, consultation and endowment committees, Churchwide Council, and Pa-
cific Lutheran University (PLU) Corporation Representatives.  Details about open po-
sition requirements (lay/clergy, male/female/gender expansive) will be shared in Jan-
uary.  Nominations will be accepted starting January 14.  Please let the office 
know if you are interested in exploring participation on any of these ministries.  We 
will also publicize additional information as it becomes available in January. 

https://www.mtcarmelpdx.com/leadership
https://www.mtcarmelpdx.com/leadership
http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/about/salm_layeducation/
http://oregonsynod.org/index.php/about/salm_layeducation/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkb4Kxl6C_oWdYQ6JwqN_yuBT_KJbt-PUP7qfrsN4giVuMww/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfkb4Kxl6C_oWdYQ6JwqN_yuBT_KJbt-PUP7qfrsN4giVuMww/viewform?usp=sf_link


INTERN UPDATE * SCOTT ROSER 

Greetings old friends!   
It's been many years since we have seen one another, but I thought I would send you all a 
brief update on where my life has taken me since my year of being an intern at Gloria Dei. My 
first call was to a small congregation in rural Iowa. I lived across the street from an 80 year old 
master gardener named Ev, and through my friendship with him I began to fall in love with 
gardening. Kara finished PA school during that time and soon after we adopted two teenage 
boys, Cameron and Kevin. I really loved the people of that community, but at the same time it 
was hard for me to feel hopeful in a congregation/small town that were both very much in de-
cline. I felt really excited about the prospect of discovering new ways of being church, but the 
congregation wasn't really interested in exploring those possibilities. Our family relocated to 
Iowa City, and I became a pastor at a small American Baptist Church. Even though they were-
n't Lutheran, my co-pastor there was a Catholic spiritual director, and so there was a strong 
emphasis on liturgy, contemplation, progressive theology, and spiritual practices. 
         In 2016, Kara and I decided to get divorced. Our family and friends were shocked by our 
decision, and even Kara and I were surprised how quickly we went from realizing there were 
serious underlying issues in our relationship to deciding to get a divorce. For the most part, 
we simply realized that our goals and values were moving in very different directions. What 
followed was the most painful and lonely year of my life. At the same time, I also learned a 
great deal about myself and experienced a deepening of God's grace in my life in a way that I 
had never before experienced. Kara continues to live in Iowa City where she works as a Psychi-
atrist to patients with intellectual disabilities. She and her partner Noah are going to be mar-
ried next April. Cameron and Kevin, now 22 and 18, also still live in Iowa City. 
           In 2017, I met Lyubov, and the two of us were married 3 months from the day we met! 
Neither of us are at all Impulsive. We just shared so many goals, values, and interests that the 
decision to become life partners seemed pretty easy.  We jokingly tell people that we had an 
arranged marriage, a marriage arranged by us!  Lyubov was born in Kazakhstan and her family 
moved to Virginia when she was five. She grew up in the Russian Baptist church but became 
Mennonite as an adult. Before meeting Lyubov, I had also felt drawn to the Mennonite tradi-
tion. Many of you may remember that I was in the Air Force and deployed to Iraq in 2008. My 
experiences there set me off on a winding journey toward becoming a pacifist and seeing non
-violence as a core part of Jesus' radical teachings. I have also come to value the Mennonite 
emphasis on living simply. After Lyubov and I were married, I also became Mennonite and 
transferred my credentials into the Mennonite Church USA.  
         In 2019, Lyubov and I moved to Minnesota. Lyubov worked as a dentist at a non-profit 
dental clinic, while I started a small vegetable farm on my parents' land. That fall, I also be-
came a part-time interim pastor at a Mennonite church. I really loved the balance of alter-
nating between the mental/relational work of a pastor and the physical work of a farmer. Lyu-
bov and I also became foster/adoptive parents in Minnesota and had a sibling group of three  



three placed with us. Armando, Jenny, and Carlos moved in shortly before the pandemic, and 
while I know this was an incredibly difficult time for most families, for us it was mostly a time 
of deep bonding. While attending online school was certainly frustrating, we also had lots of 
time for working on the farm, cooking, raising chickens, playing board games, and creating a 
home together. 
         This past summer, our family quite suddenly decided to move to Harrisonburg, Virginia. 
A job opportunity came up for Lyubov and this is where we eventually hoped to make our 
home and put down roots. Lyubov's family still lives in this area, but our primary reason for 
moving here was that this community is a Mennonite hub, with numerous Mennonite congre-
gations, and also a Mennonite college and seminary. The Mennonites feel like our tribe, and 
we hope to one day be part of a Mennonite intentional community of one form or another. 
Since moving here, our kids have really enjoyed going back to school in person and making 
new friends. In many ways, the culture here reminds me of living in Oregon. Harrisonburg is in 
the Shenandoah Valley surrounded by the Appalachian mountains and many people here re-
ally value connecting with the natural world through hiking, cycling, or gardening. I'm still dis-
cerning where I will devote my time and energy in our new home, but my hope is to find 
some sort of balance between parenting, homemaking, farming, and ministry.  
         As I look back, I see that my time in Oregon was a very transformational year for me, a 
time when I discovered the world of spiritual practices and a deeper appreciation for the 
presence of the holy in nature. I connected so deeply with so many of you in the short time 
we had together. The highlight of my time there was performing Our Town with other mem-
bers of the church.  Our Town ponders whether or not we ever truly appreciate the precious 
nature of a transient life: “Do any human beings ever realize life while they live it?— every mi-
nute?” As followers of Christ, part of our calling and challenge is to be fully present to our-
selves and with one another in each moment of life, moments of joy and sorrow, healing 
and pain, life and death. May we all be surprised by Christ's presence among us and 
within us as we travel along the way. 
  
Peace, 
  
Pastor Scott Roser 
  
P.S. If you would like to give me an update on your own life, please email me 
at sroser86@gmail.com. I would love to hear from you!    
 

Book Club: 

Tuesday, December 14 at 2 pm.  

Read a book from the church library 

and share what you read.  
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PASTOR ALYSSA’S OFFICE HOURS 

Monday:  Pastor’s Day Off 

Tuesday:  9 - 12 

Thursday:  9 - 12 

Friday: 10 - 12 

Or by appointment 

A reminder that Pastor Alyssa will be at work far more 

than these office hours suggest, in the office, in the com-

munity, at home, and attending meetings at all times of 

day & evening. These are the times she is letting you 

know she will try to be available  for visits in the office. 

However, office hours are subject to change with or 

without notice, due to the nature of her  position. 

PASTOR ALYSSA’S EMAIL ADDRESS 

 
pastoralyssa719@gmail.com 

.CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

The church office will generally be open  to the public from 9 am - 4 pm Monday thru 

Friday. Lunch, meetings, and errands may mean the office is closed for brief periods 

during the day. Time at the beginning and end of the day is used for building checks 

and prep for the day/next day.  
 

THE OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED DECEMBER 24TH & 27TH FOR CHRISTMAS 

AND DECEMBER 31 FOR THE NEW YEAR HOLIDAY! 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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