
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 26, 2023 

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 
1290 Thompson Road * Coos Bay, Oregon 97420 

(541) 267-2347 

 “Gathered in Christ, we are called to bring light to our community.” 

office.gloriadeifamily@gmail.com  ●   www.gloriadeifamily.org   

Reconciling in Christ Welcoming Statement 
We welcome everyone into all aspects of congregational life and leadership: 

All gender and sexual expressions and identities, all ages, all races and ethnicities, 

all economic and marital situations, all physical and mental abilities. 

We come as we are. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 
MARCH 26, 2023 10:00 AM 

 

*  *  *  *  * 
PRELUDE  Lamb of God   Twila Paris  arr. Lloyd Larson © 1985and this arr. © 2006 

      Straightway Music (ASCAP)/Mountain Spring Music (ASCAP) 
          

WELCOME and ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Welcome to worship this morning! We are glad you are worshipping with us at Gloria 
Dei Lutheran Church in Coos Bay, Oregon!  
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP     Spirit of God, Abide With Me TRADITIONAL HYMNS arranged by 

        PHILIP KERN  Hymn tune              

        MORECAMBE; melody by Frederick 

        Cook Atkinson; words by George Croly    

        © MCMXCII 
 

You may stand as you are comfortable 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

L: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

 who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom 

 no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 

 Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy 

 name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection  
 

L: Gracious God, 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given our-

 selves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your  

 compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done 

 and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by 

 your Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through   

 Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made 

 us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name 

 of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with 

 power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 

C:  Amen. 
 

 

 

GATHERING HYMN     What Wondrous Love     HYMN #666 
 

 

 

GREETING  

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the    

 Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 

 

KYRIE 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Written by Ben Splichal Larson. Arr. Erin Coleman and Elizabeth McHan.  

©2011 Renee Splichal Larson 

Permission to use music granted by Ben Splichal Larson’s family. Text permission included in Augsburg 

Sundays & Seasons subscription. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

L: Let us pray. 

C: Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and 
 death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to 
 new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus 
 Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
 Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

You may be seated. 
  

FIRST READING:  Ezekiel 37:1-14  
 1 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and brought me out by the spirit of the 
Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 The Lord led me 
all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3 The 
Lord said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.”   
4 Then the Lord said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them: O dry bones, hear 
the word of the Lord. 5 Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to   
enter you, and you shall live. 6 I will lay sinews on you and will cause flesh to come upon 
you and cover you with skin and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know 
that I am the Lord.”  
 7 So I prophesied as I had been commanded, and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8 I looked, and 
there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them, 
but there was no breath in them. 9  Then the Lord said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, 
prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four 
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” 10 I prophesied as the 
Lord commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude.  
 11 Then the Lord said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. 
They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’        
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your 
graves and bring you up from your graves, O my people, and I will bring you back to the 
land of Israel. 13 And you shall know that I am the Lord when I open your graves and 
bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14 I will put my spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
L: The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM TONE 

Psalm 130 
 1Out | of the depths 
  I cry to | you, O Lord; 
 2O Lord, | hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my | supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch | over sins, 
  O Lord, | who could stand? 
 4Yet with you | is forgiveness, 
  in order that you | may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O Lord; | my soul waits; 
  in your word | is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch | for the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch | for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord there is | steadfast love; 
  with the Lord there is plen- | teous redemption. 
 8For the Lord shall | redeem Israel 
  from | all their sins.  
 
  
SECOND READING:  Romans 8:6-11  
 6 To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7 For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not   
submit to God’s law—indeed, it cannot, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please 
God.  
 9 But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to Christ. 10 But 
if Christ is in you, then the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of 
righteousness. 11 If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, 
the one who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also 
through this Spirit that dwells in you. 
L:    The Word of the Lord. 
C:  Thanks be to God. 
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You may stand as you are comfortable 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God 
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GOSPEL 

L:    The holy gospel according to John, the 11th chapter. 

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

John 11:1-45  
 1 Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her   
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his 
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4 But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not 
lead to death; rather, it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified 
through it.” 5 Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 after 
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was.  
 7 Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8 The       
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Judeans were just now trying to stone you, and are you 
going there again?” 9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those 
who walk during the day do not stumble because they see the light of this world. 10 But 
those who walk at night stumble because the light is not in them.” 11 After saying this, he 
told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”  
12 The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13 Jesus, 
however, had been speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring  
merely to sleep. 14 Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15 For your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16 Thomas, who was 
called the Twin, said to the other disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.”  
 17 When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb four 
days. 18 Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19  and many of the 
Judeans had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. 20 When 
Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.  
22 But even now I know that whatever you ask of God, God will give you.” 23 Jesus said 
to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and 
the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26 and everyone who 
lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to Jesus, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.”  
 28 When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29 And when Mary heard it, she 
got up quickly and went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come to the village but was 
still at the place where Martha had met him. 31 The Judeans who were with her in the 
house consoling her saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they 
thought that she was going to the tomb to weep there. 32 When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.”  33 When Jesus saw her weeping and the Judeans who 
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came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34 He 
said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35 Jesus began 
to weep. 36 So the Judeans said, “See how he loved him!” 37 But some of them said, 
“Could not the one who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from        
dying?”  
 38 Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the 
dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead four 
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the   
glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, 
“Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I have 
said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent 
me.” 43 When Jesus had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!”        
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth and his face 
wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”  
 45 Many of the Judeans, therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did believed in him. 
L:    The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

 

You may be seated. 
 

CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
 

SERMON       Intern Emily Ronsberg 
 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY   Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery    HYMN #334 

    (Verses 1-3, Lent 5) 
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You may stand as you are comfortable 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Each petition concludes with:   L: Lord, in your mercy  C: receive our prayer 

  

THE PEACE   

L:    The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

You may be seated. 
 

THE OFFERING 

Ushers will pass an offering plate. If you prefer to give online, please visit our 

website, where you can choose our secure giving site (the green GIVE button):  

https://www.gloriadeifamily.org/     Or use the QR code 

 

 

 

CHOIR ANTHEM        My Savior  Dora Greenwell. James Koerts © 2008 Lorenz  

       Publishing Company, a division of  The Lorenz  

       Corporation 
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You may stand as you are comfortable 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

L:   Let us pray. 

C: God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in   
 faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you 
 in this meal as you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the 
 wellspring of eternal life. 
 Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

L:  The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
 

L:  Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them to the Lord. 
 

L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

PREFACE 

L:    It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,…...we praise your name and join their 

        unending hymn: 
 

HOLY 

 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE ~ WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 

   Our Father, who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be thy name, 

  thy kingdom come, 

  thy will be done, 

  on earth as it is in heaven. 

        Give us this day our daily bread; 

  and forgive us our trespasses, 

  as we forgive those 

  who trespass against us; 

 and lead us not into temptation, 

  but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom, 

  and the power, and the glory, 

  forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

L:  Christ invites you to this table. 

       Come, taste and see. 

 

 

 

You may be seated. 
 

HOLY COMMUNION 

At Gloria Dei, all are welcome at the Lord’s Table without exception!  If you are worshipping 

with us online, you may use whatever bread and grape juice or wine you have on hand. Those 

who are worshiping in person may choose to commune in your seat with a pre-filled cup and 

bread, or you may come forward to receive bread and wine or juice. The bread we are serving 

at the front of the church is homemade, gluten-free and vegan. The ushers will guide you if you 

choose to come forward. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 

 

COMMUNION HYMN #488 
 

You may stand as you are comfortable 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

L:  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the      

 healing power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, 

 in faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus 

 Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

BLESSING 

L:   May the God who surrounds us,  

     the God who walks with us, 

  the God who blows through us and unites us, 

      go out with us, giving us light and life, 

     courage and peace. 

C:   Amen 
 

SENDING  HYMN        Go, My Children, With My Blessing           HYMN #543 
 

DISMISSAL 

L:    Go in peace, love and serve the Lord. 

C:   We will. Thanks be to God. 
 

 
POSTLUDE        His Eye Is on the Sparrow  Music by Charles H. Gabriel  arr. Phillip Keveren          

       © 2018  by Hal Leonard LLC. 
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      Next week’s readings for April 2, 2023 

Palm Sunday 
 

  First Reading:     Isaiah 50:4-9a 
  

  Psalm:     31:9-16 
 

  Second Reading:   Philippians 2:5-11 
 

           Gospel:    Matthew 27:11-54 

Serving you today, Sunday, March 26, 2023 

  Presiding Minister:  Rev. Alyssa Augustson 

 Intern Pastor:   Emily Ronsberg 

             Accompanist:   Becky Bell-Greenstreet  

 Choir Director:   Dave Aakre 

 Greeter:   Kathy Jacobson  

             Lay Reader:   Janet Tilton 

              Zoom Co-host:    Richard Whitwer & Linda  

     Mitchell  

 Flowers Shared by:  The Whitwer Family in honor of 

     Sharon and Nathan’s birthdays   

 Coffee & Fellowship Hosts:  Connie Reager, Howard Hull , and 

     Kathy Whitwer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright © 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augs-
burg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS006928. 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

The readings have been prepared by Augsburg Fortress for provisional use. Citations from Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 

Consultation on Common Texts. Scripture quotations based on Readings for the Assembly © 1995, 1996, 1997 Augsburg Fortress; 

NRSV Bible © 1989 and NRSVue Bible © 2021 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the USA. Adapted and edited by 

Gordon Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw. May be reproduced with a SundaysAndSeasons.com subscription for nonsale local use by 

worship leaders from September 1, 2022 through November 30, 2025.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All liturgical music except Kyrie © Deborah Govenor 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

WELCOME!  

We are pleased that you are worshipping today with us. In the envelope slot be-

side the hymnal and Bible rack a welcome sheet and offering envelopes are avail-

able for your convenience. Both can be placed in the offering plate during the ser-

vice.  
 

NAMETAGS 

Nametags for members and regular attendees are on the wall at the west end of 

the Narthex. Nametags for visitors are available at our visitor book—please sign 

the book and make yourself a nametag! If you need a permanent nametag, please 

write your name on the list on the clipboard in the Narthex. 

 

HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

Maundy Thursday, April 6                  6:30 pm worship at Gloria Dei & on Zoom 

Good Friday, April 7                           12 noon Ecumenical worship at Gloria Dei  

      & on Zoom 

Ecumenical Easter Sunrise, April 9   6:30 am worship at Sunset Bay beach  

Easter Sunday                                    10:00 am worship at Gloria Dei & on Zoom 
 

 

LENTEN WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

We are excited to be sharing our Wednesday Lenten Midweek Soup Suppers and Services 

with the wonderful people at Faith Lutheran this year! We have one week left of Soup 

Supper and Lenten Midweek Worship - we hope you all enjoy this time of eating, fellow-

ship, and worship together!  The Wednesday evening worship service will be Zoomed. A 

link will be emailed on Tuesday. 

The remaining schedule is: 

  March 29: at Gloria Dei  

The time frame is Soup Supper from 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm, worship at 6:30 pm, and Gloria 

Dei choir after the service. 
 

INVITATION FROM FAITH 
You are cordially invited to join us at Faith for a Lutheran World Relief Quilt-a-
Thon on Saturday, April 1 from 9:00-?. Our goal is to make as many quilts as  
possible for the Spring ingathering the first weekend in May. The quilt supply is 
very depleted because of all the recent disasters. A potato bar luncheon will be 
served. Please see the flyer on the table in the narthex for more info! 
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FROM THE KITCHEN TEAM 

We had wonderful Soup Suppers on March the 1st & 15th and have one more as 
well on March 29th. In order to be more welcoming we have already invited Faith 
Lutheran to join us and we also plan to also invite the general public to join us as 
well. 
 

 In order to do that we need to have the Soups prepared in our commercial kitch-
en and the bread either baked there or bought commercially.  How can you 
help?  An email has gone out where you can respond and volunteer to prep the 
meal, to clean-up, or to bring loaves of commercially baked bread. 
  

 We also really encourage you to join us for a simple meal of Soup & Bread dur-
ing this Lenten Season and invite family, friends, neighbors and co-workers to 
join us. The Soup Supper is from 5:30pm to 6:30pm and then it is followed by a 
meditative Taize worship until 7:00pm 
 

Please plan on joining us : )) 
 

LENTEN RESOURCES 

Lenten resources from ELCA World Hunger, including a devotional booklet and a 

calendar, are available on the table in the Narthex. 
 

MEET INTERN BRECK COGSWELL! 
Breck Cogswell (she/her/hers) is a continuing 
year M.Div. student at Wartburg Theological 
Seminary in Dubuque, Iowa, originally from 
Fort Smith, Arkansas. She studied Music,  
Religion, and Church Music at Concordia  
College in Moorhead, Minnesota, and her   
primary ministry interests include intergenera-
tional ministry, narratives and care around 
grief, death and dying, liturgy/music ministry, 
and LGBTQIA+ affirming faith spaces. In her 
free time, catch her reading, crocheting,   
cooking, or hanging out with her bunny,     
MoMo. She is thrilled to begin getting to know 
this congregation and to partner in ministry 
with Gloria Dei!  
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FELLOWSHIP HOSTS NEEDED 
There are 2 coffee fellowship teams that need one more volunteer each. The 
commitment is generally serving 3 times a year. Please contact Kathy Whitwer if 
you would like to serve on a Coffee Fellowship team!   
 

SAVE THE DATES! 
   Vacation Bible School will be July 17 – 21.  Please arrange your vacation 
days around this week.  We'll be needing lots of volunteers those mornings, 
9:30 – noon.   Our curriculum will be “Operation Restoration:  Mending God's 
World”. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS 
   Our students are excited about promoting 40 Days of Giving for ELCA World 
Hunger this Lenten season. We're decorating containers for families to take 
home and use to collect coins throughout the season. This year, we're raising 
money to purchase seeds, fruit tree saplings, garden tools, and agricultural 
training to support individual family gardens and larger community gardens in 
needy areas of the world. We hope everyone will participate in this small way. 
Adding a few coins in our container each day will help us remember how 
blessed we are: we have delicious fruits and veggies, we have the joy of gar-
dening. Our small Lenten sacrifice will be a big blessing to others! Check out the 
bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall, where our progress is being tracked! 
 

CHRIST IN OUR HOME 
Christ in Our Home for April, May, and June is now available on the table in the 
Narthex. Please help yourself, and take one or two to share with others. 
 

POWERFUL TOOLS FOR CAREGIVERS 

A FREE weekly 90 minute class designed to assist UNPAID caregivers take 
care of themselves while caring for their loved one. The course runs from April 5 
– May 10, 2023 with a choice of times: 3 – 4:30 pm or 6 – 7:30 pm. Virtual only. 
Registration by 3/27/23 is required. Please contact Char Luther at charlu-
ther@gmail.com for more info or to register. 
 

LEAFBLOWER 

The Gloria Dei leaf blower appears to have taken a vacation. If anyone knows 

where the leaf blower might be resting, please let the office know! 
 

PRAYER BEADS! 

Check out the prayer bead  basket as it is refilled yet again. This month's offer-
ings include sets that are Pride themed and Puzzles and Games themed!  
 

 

Like to sing? Talk to Dave Aakre about joining choir! 

mailto:charluther@gmail.com
mailto:charluther@gmail.com
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AED DEVICE 
There is an AED device at Gloria Dei. The AED can be used to help someone  
experiencing cardiac arrest. The AED is located under the stairs in the Narthex 
(the wide hallway with triple glass door at either end, between the Sanctuary and 
the Fellowship Hall). The device provides verbal instructions; don’t be afraid to 
use it if someone is in distress and needs help! 
 

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF FOR TURKEY & SYRIA 
Lutheran Disaster Response and its partners are prepared to accompany 
our neighbors impacted by these earthquakes. One hundred percent of your 
gifts to "Middle East Crisis" go to supporting earthquake survivors and  
other people affected by disasters in the region. You can send checks directly 
to Lutheran Disaster Response (envelopes are on the table in the back of the 
Sanctuary), or write a check to Gloria Dei with notation Earthquake Relief, and we 
will send it on to Lutheran Disaster Response. 
 

THRIVENT CHOICE 
If you are a benefit member of Thrivent, you may have Choice dollars to direct. 
This money can be directed to Gloria Dei, or many other charitable organizations. 
Please check your Thrivent account—Choice dollars must be directed by      
March 31. 
 

MASKING REQUIREMENTS 

Please observe the signs on the door for masking requirements.  

GREEN = optional masking. RED = required masking. 

COVID TEST KITS RESUPPLIED!   

We have been given two cases of Covid Test Kits. Kits will be available in the 

Narthex for those who would like to take some home to use. 
 

 

FREE COVID-19 TEST KITS ALSO AVAILABLE BY MAIL 

The Federal Government is once again shipping free test kits to people upon re-
quest. Visit this webpage https://www.covid.gov/tests to order, or call 1-800-232-
0233 (TTY 1-888-720-7489). 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
STEWARDSHIP IS…holding space in our lives for grief while we 

hope! 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311&trid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311&trid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311&trid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fmiddle-east-crisis&srcid=327077&srctid=1&erid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311&trid=e5a4e1fd-8818-466d-a1c2-0da60421d311
https://www.covid.gov/tests
tel:1-800-232-0233
tel:1-800-232-0233
tel:1-888-720-7489
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NEWS FROM CAMP LUTHERWOOD! 
 

Best summer job EVER! 
Know a young adult who would be a good fit for a summer at camp? Pay starts at 
$3,440 for the summer, plus lodging and meals are provided. Summer staffers gain 
valuable leadership, communication, and organizational skills – all while making friend-
ships that last a lifetime. Learn more at lutherwoodoregon.org/employment or email 
jobs@lutherwoodoregon.org.  
Applications open now! 
 

Camp Lutherwood Oregon Spring Work Days: May 6 & June 3 
Mark your calendar for Spring Work Days on May 6 and June 3 at Camp Lutherwood 
Oregon. Spend a Saturday (9 a.m. to 3 p.m.) volunteering with friends or family to get 
camp spruced up for summer. Work Days are also a great opportunity to introduce new 
campers to the site. Lunch is provided. The June 6th Work Day will include the dedica-
tion of the new property and the new buildings at camp. Call 541-998-6444 or email 
office@lutherwoodoregon.org to RSVP.  
 

Camp Lutherwood Oregon 2023 Family & Friends Camp 
What if the best family vacation was also the most affordable and the easiest to plan? 
Family & Friends Camp promises loads of fun and lifelong memories for all ages. Relax 
by the creek or cool off in the pool! Trained staff lead games and activities for toddlers, 
teens, and everyone in between. Adults-only time complements evenings all together 
around the campfire or gazing at the stars. Book your spot now — there’s only room for 
14 families each session! 
Learn more and sign up at lutherwoodoregon.org/camp. 
 

Before you head out for Spring Break, check your summer plans off your 
to-do list and get $45 off! Use code SPRINGBREAK23 to save on all 
weeklong summer camps when you register from March 22-31. 
  
Plus, discounts are stackable! Save even more when you register siblings 
or sign up for multiple weeks. Tiered pricing and camperships also 
ensure that every family can afford a fantastic summer.  
 
Contact the camp office with questions about how to cover the 
cost of camp. 
 

 

GLORIA DEI HAS CAMPERSHIPS AVAILABLE—TALK TO PASTOR 
ALYSSA ABOUT A GLORIA DEI CAMPERSHIP TO  

CAMP LUTHERWOOD! 
 

 

 

http://lutherwoodoregon.org/employment
mailto:jobs@lutherwoodoregon.org
mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
http://lutherwoodoregon.org/camp
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001isIQVA2hkbDCJd26mH7r5Acd4PBoLmLSXj3ctx80GjjdKQkhoG7CtbCFkoKUDdp4y-bLGwe8PWWaWnymCgAtuyh05ozd-QBqD42z5nfv4OwjF1M4lLqYOAVWj2-TJfoC-0hmV-RbEjH0rZUNFKbTcPq7qn97q8pcF76Sgg0j9E4=&c=aIW3fMs7oQfoGbPYUMeI0uyiCkR-1a3XrraQ885WDWJATsYPJJX9
mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
mailto:office@lutherwoodoregon.org
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Gloria Dei Lutheran Church 

CALENDAR 

 

 

 

Sunday  

March 26    FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

    9:00 am Sunday School In-Person Only 

   10:00 am Worship Service In-Person and Online 

     Coffee & Fellowship time after the service 

   11:30 am Lenten Book Study 

 

Monday     

March 27          
       

Tuesday     

March 28  9:30 am Staff meeting 

   6:00 pm Church Council 

   6:00 pm AA 

    
 

Wednesday  

March 29  1:00 pm Knitters 

   5:30 pm Soup Supper at Gloria Dei 

   6:30 pm Taize Worship at Gloria Dei 

   7:00 pm Choir 
    

Thursday      

March 30           

  
 

Friday    

March 31  8:30 am Bible Study    
 

 

 

Saturday 

April 1          

 

 

Sunday  

April 2     PALM SUNDAY 

   9:00 am Sunday School, in person only 

   10:00 am Worship Service In-Person and Online 

     Coffee & Fellowship time after the service 

   11:30 am Lenten Book Study 
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FROM THE PASTOR 
 
Dear Humans of Gloria Dei, 
 

Recently, the synod staff came to Pastor Katherine at Faith, and I, saying, “We have this 
Friendship Process we’re trying out, would Gloria Dei and Faith like to give it a try?” 
We engaged the conversation and in February, both Councils discussed and voted to 
move forward with this process. 
 

I want to name up front the questions and fears of “Is this the synod forcing us into 
merging?” The answer is NO, absolutely not. Of course, congregations can decide to 
move that direction but that is not the intention. 
 

What is the Friendship Process? 
A process of looking at the ministries and interests of two neighboring congregations to 
see where and how we might work together, share resources, time, and energy, growing 
our ELCA Lutheran impact in the community. We are better together and can 
have more presence as Lutherans if we work together. 
 

This particular process model has a specific beginning and end, during which we spend 
time together in conversation, looking for commonalities and differences and respecting 
both. At the end of the time, we make decisions about if and how we want to continue 
the partnership. 
 

We make the process our own, the synod has provided an example. The synod will help 
as we invite them in, but ultimately, this is our process of building intentional relation-
ship between the congregations. 
 

Long range *could* be sharing staff but maintaining identity of both congregations in a 
parish model, but this is not expected, assumed, or forced. 
 

This is NOT the Oregon Synod saying we MUST do this. 
 

This is NOT a process with the end result of merging or one congregation absorbing the 
other 
 

Remember: A healthy partnership between two congregations comes from interest and 
commitment from within each congregation. A healthy partnership does not develop be-
cause a pastor or synod thinks it should happen. 
 

What’s next? 
We are putting together a team representing each congregation that will lead us through 
this process. This Friendship Team will guide us through series of monthly gatherings of 
conversations and activities as we discern how we might want to move forward in part-
nership in ministry. 
 

Feel free to reach out to me with any questions you might have. I am excited about the 
possibilities! Stay tuned for more information and a schedule of gatherings. 
 

In Christ, 
Pastor Alyssa 


