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Worship Notes
Zoom is a handy program that
helps us to worship together in real
time. The program allows us to see
each other and to chat before
worship begins and afterward, as
well. Click on the link I will send via
email each week, or copy and paste
this link into your browser (the
address line on your internet page):
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/823930
74728. The link includes the Meeting
ID. However, if you don’t have
access to a computer, you can
always call in just before worship
begins. You won’t be able to see us,
but we’ll know you’re connected.
All you need to do is to call
1 301-715-8592, wait for the
prompt, and enter this ID:
823 9307 4728 These numbers
and links will work every single week
for as long as we continue to
worship this way.

You can also find the worship service
on our Facebook page. You can
watch it live or at your convenience,
here:
https://www.facebook.com/gloria.de
i.940/videos/965980630484659/
We’re also on YouTube at:
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church in
Coos Bay or follow this link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UC-reAJS2qjBVzIBw5qNO2iA

Do we still have to wear a mask?
It is exciting to hear that the CDC has now stated
that fully vaccinated people do not need to wear
masks in certain settings. However, for the time
being, Gloria Dei will continue to require masks for all
attendees in worship, during indoor worship services.
During drive-in worship, if you are fully vaccinated,
you may sit outside, sans mask, as long as you
remain socially distanced from others who are not
from your own household.
This is for 2 reasons:
1.
There are several members of our community
that have not been vaccinated yet (including
children). We do not require those seeking to
worship with us to produce a vaccination card.
We are committed to keeping worship open and
safe for all.
2.
There are several cases of people contracting
one of the many strains of the coronavirus after
having been vaccinated. Wearing masks
dramatically reduces the chance of infection.
Especially since worship is a wonderful mix of
households and ages coming together, it is
important to stay careful.

Around the Church
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Lucy Johnson is recognized by
Lutheran World Relief
Lucy Johnson was surprised and delighted to recently
receive a special letter of appreciation for her dedication
and skilled workmanship in donating dozens of quilts to
Lutheran World Relief over the years. She proudly wears
a gift enclosed with her letter: a small pin that depicts a
heart shape containing the cross and tiny quilt-like
patches of color.
We're so pleased that LWR has recognized and honored
Lucy's faithfulness and special gifts of love! We know
of course, that she continues to make countless gifts to
bless Gloria Dei and our community. She recently donated 30 quilts to survivors of Oregon wildfire disasters;
she has gifted quilts to local homeless shelters; she has
donated special quilts for Gloria Dei fundraiser events
and for past synod assembly fundraisers.

We thank and praise God
for Lucy's very special stewardship!

Remember in Prayer
For the healing of this nation. For the people of India,
overwhelmed by the COVID-19 pandemic.
For peace between the Israelis and the Palestinians.
Kay Hamilton - general health issues
Becky Bell-Greenstreet – chronic back pain
Joan Clifton – as she begins her new life in Sacramento with her
daughter, Tiffani Mooney and her family.
Ray Nelsen – awaiting eye surgery
Bev Peterson – back pain
Bill & Lois Harvey – recuperating from a car accident
Barbara Nelsen – on the untimely death of her grandson in
Texas.
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On that first Pentecost…

Around the Church –
Log-In
Links
All worship services and meetings held via Zoom

Children’s Sunday School 9 am
Every Sunday at 9 am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
same log-in as the church service!

Adult Education Bible Study
Every Sunday at 9:00 am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8997130571
1 301-715-8592
Meeting ID: 8997130571

Sunday Worship service 10 am

Bits & Pieces

Donated Property Update
Friday May 21 our "Lot" committee will meet with
Carolyn Johnson, Community Development
Administrator for the City of Coos Bay, to hear
possible development options under the newly
revised planning and building codes. She will also
tell us about the Oregon Housing non-profit and
other development resources. Concurrently,
Bookkeeper Jen Shafer has connected us with the
Coos Housing Action Team, which has numerous
development connections including with Mike
Lehman, currently employed by Neighbor Works
Umpqua coordinating their housing efforts in SW
Oregon. A month from now, we should be up to our
armpits with development ideas and advocates.

Every Sunday at 10 am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82393074728
1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 823 9307 4728

Wednesday Bible/Book Study
Wed. at 7pm No class during Holy Week
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81704947321
1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 81704947321

Weekly Bible Study
Every Friday at 8:30 am

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82186499965
1 301 715 8592
Meeting ID: 821 8649 9965

Share your Birthday
Your church family rejoices with you in
the day you were born. Your church
family would like to help celebrate.
Please call Violet to let the office or
drop her an email to let us know your
birthdate. No need to share the year!

Pictorial Directory

PLEASE
Send a recent photo
to Pastor Peggy
pastorpeggy@hotmail.com

Also the committee recently reviewed a bid to clean
up dead material, down and standing trees and
brush to open things up to facilitate planning, reduce
the fire danger, and reduce the attractiveness to
homeless camping. Working within a motion
passed by the last Council meeting and spending
Endowment moneys authorized by the Congregation
in January,
we decided
to move
forward
with
this project.
Work will
take place
in
about three
weeks.

Submitted
by
Ken Denton

Around the Church –

Worship Notes

Coming in June – In-Person Worship
Gloria Dei has begun to take “baby steps” toward re-opening for in-person worship. Please note that this is a tiny
step, not a full re-opening.
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Gloria Dei will begin a modified/limited reopening effective June 6, 2021
We will remain with a modified and staged reopening unless the County moves into the extreme risk
category which means the County is nearing hospital capacity for COVID patients
Similar to the local library and museums, outside group events will continue to be prohibited for the
present with the exception of AA and QA which serve critical community needs
The building will still be considered closed for all but emergency or scheduled activities
Any activities within the building will continue to require physical distancing, masking, signing in, etc.
Anyone involved in activities within the building will be strongly encouraged to be vaccinated as
appropriate (exceptions: medically exempt, children). Those at high risk for infection (age, underlying
conditions, not vaccinated) will be encouraged to participate virtually and will be accommodated to
the extent possible
Complete cleaning/sanitizing will occur after all events

Stage 1
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

Call Committee

Update
We have now reviewed
and rejected three
candidates’ profiles that
were forwarded to us by
the Synod, and are
waiting to hear from them
again.

8:30 In-person worship
Persons attending are strongly encouraged to be vaccinated as
appropriate. Those at high risk for infection (age, underlying conditions,
not vaccinated) will be encouraged to participate virtually at the 10:00
service.
Service of the Word with communion
No sung liturgy or singing
No Coffee hour
Continued mask wearing and physical distancing
Limit 25; reservations required. Call church office to reserve a seat.
Individually ushered in and out
Pick up communion and drop off offering at entrance to sanctuary
Becky will play prelude and postlude
10:00 am Zoom worship
We will maintain the current practice for the indefinite future
including: With Music Sung liturgy and worship team singing
Communion

Sunday, May 23 is Pentecost Sunday

Drive-in Worship at 10 am
Including the confirmation of

Haley & Brynn Buskerud
Wear red to signify
the coming of the Holy Spirit

https:// www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6bUY0dp9HA&feature=youtu.be

Around the Church

– Educational Opportunities

Sundays at 9 am

•
•
•

Lessons and Storytime
with Lynn Danner
Crafts
Singing with Kallie Mill

Weekly

Text Study
Every Friday at 8:30 am
via Zoom
Join us online
to discuss the
upcoming
Sunday’s
Scripture
readings.
Call Pastor Peggy for details
(802) 579-1948. Link sent out
every week.

Wednesday Evening Bible/Book Study,
Faithful Conversations tonight at 7pm
Each week, several of us gather via Zoom to discuss our faith
and react to our reading of Reclaiming the Bible for a Non-Religious
World from retired Episcopalian Bishop John Shelby Spong.
Join us for a great discussion, even if you haven’t attended before or
even read the book!

For Wednesday, May 19,

Read the chapters 7 & 8, pages 63-76.
We’ve finished the New Testament, and will now start at the
beginning, with Genesis. Order via amazon:
https://www.amazon.com/Re-Claiming-Bible-Non-Religious-WorldShelbyebook/dp/B005LC1OPW/ref=sr_1_9?dchild=1&keywords=john+shel
by+spong&qid=1613775137&sr=8-9

Around the Church – Calendar
May & June, 2021
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

18
EMO
(Ecumenical
Ministries of
Oregon)
6:30 via Zoom

Thursday
19

24

20

Faithful
Conversations
BIBLE/BOOK
STUDY – 7PM
Q & A Young
Adults – 5:30pm

25

Saturday
21

22

WEEKLY BIBLE
STUDY – 8:30 am

AA Group 6pm
23

Friday

26

27

GROUNDS/LOT
Meeting
12:30pm

28

29

PENTECOST

DRIVE-IN
WORSHIP

Pastor’s Day Off
Faithful
Conversations
BIBLE/BOOK
STUDY – 7PM

SUNDAY SCHOOL
& WORSHIP
9 & 10 AM

CHURCH
COUNCIL - 6PM
IN- PERSON!

WEEKLY BIBLE
STUDY – 8:30 am

WEAR RED!
AA Group 6pm
30

SUNDAY SCHOOL
& WORSHIP
9 & 10 AM

6

2nd Sunday
after Pentecost

31

1
Faithful
Conversations
BIBLE/BOOK
STUDY – 7PM

MEMORIAL
DAY
HOLIDAY
Office closed

2

AA Group 6pm

Pastor’s Day Off

SUNDAY SCHOOL
at 9 am
WORSHIP at
8:30 in-person &
10 AM via Zoom

4

WEEKLY BIBLE
STUDY – 8:30 am

5

COMMUNITY
MEAL
11-1

Q & A Young
Adults – 5:30pm
8

7

3
Worship & Music
Committee
Noon

Book Discussion
2:00 PM

9

10

Faithful
Conversations
BIBLE/BOOK
STUDY – 7PM

11

12

WEEKLY BIBLE
STUDY – 8:30 am

Q & A Young
Adults – 5:30pm
AA Group 6pm

Call the office to reserve your space for Drive-in and In-person worship services●541-267-2347

Sunday, June 6, 2021
In-person Worship at 8:30 a.m. Service of the Word with Communion.
25 people allowed, must call office to reserve your seat. 541-267-2347.
Masks required, distanced seating, vaccinations strongly recommended.
No singing allowed. No coffee hour. Children welcomed. You will be ushered in and out.

Around the Oregon Synod
This year the synod staff will be interviewing
their friends of other faiths as part of our 2021
series: Curiosity Connects:
Quick Conversations with our Friends of Other Faiths.
In the video link below, Bishop Laurie talks with her
friend, Nura Elmagbari, on her experience as a
Muslim woman in America and how her religion
inspires her call to service.
https://oregonsynod.us8.listmanage.com/track/click?u=ae3a96d1d43bb3c973f63ae2d&id=41
aa9284f6&e=43aba503b3

Your Synod Hunger Team has
been working to help you in your efforts
to end hunger & its root causes. An
important job the team is tasked with is
evaluating ELCA World Hunger
Domestic Hunger Grant applications
submitted by organizations in the
synod. We are pleased to share that
one of the applications from the
Oregon Synod was approved for an
ELCA World Hunger Domestic Hunger
Grant for 2021!

ELCA WORLD HUNGER
at Home VBS Materials

This guide adapts the new “River of Life” ELCA
World Hunger VBS program for use during times of
physical distancing. This year’s VBS highlights how
ELCA World Hunger partners with our neighbors
around the world in clean water projects, and
features activities, games, crafts and ideas for
snacks.

Around the Oregon Synod
Pentecost blessings, Beloved community,
Many of you have been asking about last Thursday’s CDC announcement that those who are
vaccinated do not need to wear masks in most situations. It’s a complicated time for churches.
We have been in a worldwide pandemic that has claimed over half a million lives in the U.S. and
nearly 3.5 million lives globally. It is contracted primarily through airborne contact. Several vaccines
were developed at a faster rate than ever in history. 155 million in this country have received a first
shot. Just fewer than that, about one-third of the US population, has been fully vaccinated. This is an
incredible achievement, but a long way from herd immunity.
We rejoice to learn that those who are vaccinated are more than 90% safe from
contracting COVID-19 or passing it on to others!
So why not open up completely? It’s tempting, but keep in mind:
• children under 12 cannot be vaccinated yet
• vaccinations for those 12-15 just began on May 10
• vaccinations for the general public in Oregon have only been available in since April 19
• immunocompromised people may not be as protected by the vaccine
• some adults cannot get vaccinated for medical reasons
• some people have opted to not get vaccinated
• singing indoors remains especially high risk for the many who are unvaccinated (though
singing outside, even unmasked, appears to be okay)
Yesterday, the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) amended their guidance to state that fully
vaccinated persons can remove their masks indoors at churches as long as their vaccine
status is checked. As of this time, checking the vaccine status of individuals is the
responsibility of the church. These are the current requirements.
Here are some additional considerations:
• Continue your online services for those who are still uncomfortable or unable to meet
in-person.
• You may choose to keep indoor mask requirements in place, so that everyone feels
safe and welcome. A church has the right to require such things. We know, however, that
some will also choose to stay away if this option is chosen.
• Consider that some may feel unsafe around unmasked people, some of whom are
also possibly unvaccinated.
• Some congregations, who have ample worship spaces, could consider having a
section for masked and unmasked, while still roping off every other pew.
• Some congregations could consider having one service be masked and another
that is unmasked. These options allow those who can, to go unmasked. It divides the
congregations into two groups, but this may be the reality for a time.
• If the pastor is fully vaccinated, the congregation may be able to return to a more
familiar process of communion distribution.
Many of us yearn for what is comforting and familiar! I would encourage you, though, to take
a moment to think about what we learned during the pandemic. Before rushing back to previous
patterns, consider what patterns might best reflect our theology and mission. We have an
opportunity before us to reassess ourselves at every level, and much will be lost if we fail to ask:
how might we improve our liturgy, pastoral care, education, neighborhood engagement, leadership
development and more in light of the pandemic time we’ve just walked through?
We’ve all been a bit traumatized, so people may be slow to return to in-person worship. This is
understandable. Give them time. Be sure your practices take into account those who are nervous and
those who have health conditions that make it risky to be in public. This will be our reality for some
time to come. I encourage you to listen to one another, pray, and work closely with your leaders. I
leave you with the words of St. Paul:

For you were called to freedom, siblings; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self-indulgence, but
through love become servants to one another. For the whole law is summed up in a single commandment, 'You shall
love your neighbor as yourself.'
Galatians 5:13-14

Bishop Laurie Larson Caesar

