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July 2019 Newsletter 
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church  

 1290 Thompson Road Coos Bay  -  541.267.2347 

òGathered in Christ, we are called to bring light to our community..ó 

 

Rev. Jon T. Strasman, Pastor and Paul Strike, Intern  

Reconciling in Christ Welcoming Statement 
We welcome everyone into all aspects of congregational life 
and leadership:  All gender and sexual expressions and identi-
ties, all ages, all race and ethnicities, all economic and marital 
situations, all physical and mental abilities.  We come as we 
are. 

Please 
Join us  
in 

Worship  
this 

Summer, 
Sunday 
Mornings 
at 10:00am 

 
You  
Are 

Welcome 
Here. 
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Rev. Jon T. Strasman, Pastor 

 
ñEach of you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giverò 1st Corinthians 9:7.  
 
   These are Paulôs words to the Corinthian church in a letter, encouraging them to give 
to the mission of the church cheerfully and according to their own personal situation.  
 
   I already consider myself a cheerful giver. But, I am a much more cheerful giver to-
day than I was yesterday. ñWhy?ò you may ask. Because now, I can give to Gloria Dei 
through the click of a button on my smart phone, tablet, or computer. Many of us pur-
chase things or give to charities online every day. This is something many of our mem-
bers have been asking for.  
 
   Yes, Gloria Dei has gone ñliveò with a secure application called Give Plus+. Give 
Plus+ is already tied to our church accounts through something called Simply Giving, 
managed by the same company - Vanco Solutions. Jeranna and I have been giving 
through Simply Giving for a while. On the first of every month, we had our tithe come 
right out of our checking account. With Give Plus+ I can do the same thing with more 
control at my fingertips. If I want to increase my tithe, I can do that with a click of a 
button. If I want to give to the Internship Program or the Memorial Fund I can do that 
with Give Plus+. Now, I have more options in my giving thanks to Give Plus+. If I trav-
el in the summer, I can give my gift while sitting on the beach.  
 
   So, welcome to the 21st century, Gloria Dei. We did it! Our church council set a goal 
at our retreat to improve our website and give people more options to give to Gloria Dei 
through their computers, smartphones or tablets. Our website will go live soon where 
Give Plus+ will be found there as well.  
 
   As I write this from Disneyland, and seem to have no trouble dropping $100 on a 
family meal, vacation spending makes me think of the ways I am called to steward the 
financial gifts God has blessed me with.  
 

   So here is how you can start giving to Gloria Dei through Give Plus+ on your 
smartphone or tablet. (Our website will go live soon where Give Plus+ will be found 
there as well.) 
  
   And trust me, cash and check are still a wonderful means of giving to the church. We 
love your cash and checks too!  
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Paul Strike, Intern 

 To get Give Plus+ on Smart phones or tablets today (and coming soon on the website):  
 

1. Go to the Playstore or App Store and get the Vanco Give Plus+ App. 
2. Type in your zip code and Gloria Dei should pop up. Select Gloria Dei Evan-
gelical   Lutheran. It is the only one that pops up.  
3. You can either create an account or give a la carte to Gloria Dei.  
4. If you create an account, you can later enter a pin or use your fingerprint for 
security.  
5. Select the fund you want to give to and the frequency of the gift (we will pop-
ulate this with more funds later. Right now we just have general fund).  
6. Select the amount you want to give by either pushing a button or typing in the 
amount.  
7. Then click the Give Now Arrow at the top right corner.  
8. Then it will ask if you want to use Credit or Debit or Checking or Savings 
(know your routing number and account number if you want to use checking or 
savings).  
9. Once you give, you will get an online confirmation.  
10. Then, any time you want to print a giving statement, you can do it right from 
this app. This is great for tax purposes.  
11. If you are switching from Simply Giving to Give Plus+ you need to notify 
Nadine Allen in the office to stop your monthly draw from the church before 
switching over solely to Give Plus+  
 

Happy Giving! 
Pastor Jon 
 
 
 

 
 

 Early in June I had a wonderful oppor-
tunity to participate in a weekend workshop led 
by Reconciling Works, the organization that 
certifies churches undergoing the Reconciling 
in Christ (RIC) process. The focus of the work-
shop was on learning how to foster a space of 
inclusion for LGBTQ+ folks at church. This 
was intriguing to me because I have never been 
part of a church while it has gone through the 
RIC process.  

  Richard and Jane Strike, Paulôs par-
ents on their first visit ever to the Ore-
gon Coast this last weekend. 

4 

Nadine Archer Allen, Front Office  

 

to inclusive community. Some attendeesô congregations were just starting to dip their 
toes into the Reconciling in Christ process. Othersô congregations had been certified as 
RIC for a while, but they were discerning next steps. With these folks I learned about 
the RIC processðsomething about which you all are probably familiar, as Gloria Dei 
became an RIC congregation on January 28th , 2018. We also practiced using two 
ñtoolsò vital to the process: one-to-one conversations and storytelling.  
 
 One thing was made clear to us over the course of this workshop: building an 
inclusive community is a never-ending journey. The moment a church decides to start 
the RIC process is one part of that journey, as is the moment when a church votes to be-
come RIC. These are important milestones, but they are neither the start nor the end of 
the journey.  
 
 We, too, are still on a journey toward building inclusive community, Gloria Dei. 
We must continue to ask, ñHow are we showing the all-embracing love of God in Christ 
to all people in our congregation and community?ò You can join the conversation in 
many ways. You can support community events promoting education and advocacy for 
LGBTQ+ folks. For example, some of us attended an event on June 29th at the Coos 
History Museum that celebrated 50 years of Pride since Stonewall. Another particularly 
important way to engage is by participating in the churchôs newly-energized RIC com-
mittee. Contact committee chairperson Richard Whitwer for more information.  
 
 Letôs continue along this journey with loving intention!  
 
Peace of Christ,  
Intern Paul  
 
 
 
 
 
 It was with great joy recently when I 
found an article in an older publication of Sto-
ries of Faith in Action.  There was a picture of a 
brass and string ensemble playing in a drab grey 
parking lot in what looked like a light rain shower.  Some people were joyously singing 
When I read the article, I learned that this was a small group of Lutherans congregating 
to worship n the parking lot of a Home Depot in Passaic, N.J.  
 
 Not your normal setting or scene for Sunday morning worship. 
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 It started out as a breakfast ministry they held at their own parish, St. John Lu-
theran Church.  But no one came.  Then one of their members ñsuggested taking food to 
the Home Depot parking lot,ò as there were always day laborers who waited there to be 
picked up for jobs, and ñthey could use a good breakfast.ò 
 
 For four years the members of St. Johnôs have served breakfast ñto about 40 to 
50 men every week.ò  And once every month the musical ensemble members play their 
hearts out.  ñWe do a holy service of word and sacrament in about 15 minutes right there 
in the parking lot.  They call the ministry Mission Pan de la Vida (Mission Bread of 
Life).ò 
 
 The worship services are led in Spanish and the men are always invited to take 
part in reading a lesson or helping serve communion.  ñImagine how hard it is to get a 
reader out of a parking lot when most of them didnôt go past elementary school.  But the 
Holy Spirit always provides and these men do it for the glory of God.ò 
 
ñTo go to a parking lot and claim that as the house of the Lord is powerful and beautiful, 
especially in the dead of winter.  To share the cup of salvation with our immigrant 
neighbors in the snow is just a humbling and beautiful sight.ò 
 
 Four years this has been going onðministry in a parking lot.  God has a wonder-
ful sense of humor.  It doesn't matter where you are.  Itôs where your heart is.  This is a 
ministry that doesnôt need stained glass windows and an altar to be effective (although 
those things are nice).  Itôs a ministry that has the spark of the Holy Spirit.  It is a minis-
try following the instruction of ñfeed my sheep.ò  Itôs a ministry of food and music and 
worship.  It is a ministry of musicians and worshipers ñfinding God in a parking lot.ò 
 
 I like that these members of St. John tried something (serving breakfast at their 
own church) and when that didnôt work, they went out and took the food to where they 
knew people would be.  They served food, brought music, and for those who wanted to 
worship, they were given the opportunity to have music and the presence of God, in the 
parking lot, right were they were.  Well done good and faithful servants! 
 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 

T       met June 19th to identify people with 
ideas, knowledge and connections within our community.  Together we can move for-
ward in establishing this program for those adults in need of these services in our com-
munity.  We are currently looking to develop a board of directors and will continue 
working on our strategic plan for our 501C3 non-profit organization.  If you are interest-
ed in learning more or have ideas to contribute, please join us the 2nd Wednesday of 
each month, 5:30 to 6:30 pm at Gloria Dei and/or call Sally Hampton, 541.294.4060. 

 

 
BIG shout-out to  
Frank Murphy and 
the North Bend 
High School Culi-
nary Department  
who provided all 23 
of us with tasty and 
nutritious gourmet 
food (artfully pre-
sented)  to keep us 
held together and 
on-track  during this 
evening meeting!   
You are MUCH 
appreciated! 


